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length he discovered that a certain merchant's
daughter possessed the hood-gem of a snake. Then
the lord of snakes assumed the form of a young
and handsome jewel merchant. And he hired
a house, close to that of the jewel merchant, and
giving out that he was travelling on business, he
lived magnificently, and gave feasts and banquets
to all whom he met. And becoming acquainted
with that jewel merchant, he charmed him by his
wealth and accomplishments, and gave him many
rare and inestimable jewels. And finally, he asked
him for the hand of his daughter in marriage. And
the merchant joyfully consented, thinking that no-
where in. the world could he find such another
son-in-law. And when he told his daughters she
was beside herself with delight, for she had seen
that young merchant from a window, and heard of
his great wealth and accomplishments ; and she
thought she was going to get as it were the very
ocean itself for a husband s.

Then an auspicious day was chosen, and the pre-
parations for the wedding went on : and every day
the lord of snakes sent baskets of jewels to his bride,
whose senses almost left her in her joy. And at

8 i.e. *the mine, or receptacle of jewels,* a common appel-
lation of the sea.